7th Annual

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
REGIONAL CLIMATE LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
December 1-3, 2015 • Casa Marina Resort, Key West, Florida

Charting the Course

Host: Monroe County Co-Hosts: Islamorada, Marathon, Key West

Program
Day 1: Workshop Sessions &
Opening Keynote
Tuesday, December 1, 2015
9:00 am - Noon Snorkeling Field Trip with The Nature Conservancy
“Coral Reefs and Climate Change” - Reservation Required

Noon Registration Begins – Grand Ballroom Patio
Sponsor Booths Open – Grand Ballroom
1:00 pm - 1:15 pm Welcome to the Florida Keys – Keys Ballroom
●●

Roman Gastesi, County Administrator, Monroe County

1:15 pm - 2:45 pm Workshop: A Deep Dive into Modeling the Future
Flagler Ballroom
Overcoming sea level rise data challenges, navigating evaluation
tools, and presenting modeling results.
Moderator: Michael Sukop, Professor, Department of Earth and
Environment, Florida International University
●●

●●
●●
●●

Dr. Jayantha Obeysekera, Director, Hydrologic and
Environmental Systems Modeling Department, South Florida
Water Management District
Dr. Jason Evans, Assistant Professor of Environmental Science
and Studies, Stetson University
Mark Trewartha, Water Resources Manager, Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division, Broward County
Dr. Dorothy F. Sifuentes, Supervisory Hydrologist, CaribbeanFlorida Water Science Center, United States Geological Survey
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1:15 pm - 2:45 pm Innovation Showcase – Keys Ballroom
Summit sponsors highlight their greenhouse gas reduction, climate
adaptation, and sustainability projects.
							
Moderator: Jason Liechty, Environmental Projects Coordinator,
Environmental Planning and Community Resilience Division,
Broward County

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm Break – Refreshments
3:00 pm - 4:15 pm Workshop: “Shipshape and Sustainable”
Flagler Ballroom
Learn how communities and individuals use the Sustainability Tools
for Assessing and Rating Communities (STAR) and Sustainable
Floridians frameworks.
Moderator: Natalie Schneider, Climate Change and Sustainability
Coordinator, Palm Beach County
●●

●●
●●
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Alicia Betancourt, Monroe County Extension Director,
University of Florida - Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences - Sustainable Floridians
Hilari Varnadore, Executive Director, STAR Community Rating
System - The STAR Communities Rating System
Jill Horwitz, Natural Resource Specialist, Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division, Broward County
- Implementing STAR in a 4-STAR Community

3:00 pm - 4:45 pm Innovation Showcase – Keys Ballroom
Summit sponsors highlight their greenhouse gas reduction,
climate adaptation, and sustainability projects.
Moderator: Nichole Hefty, Chief, Office of Sustainability,
Miami-Dade County

4:45 pm - 5:45 pm Keynote Speaker – Keys Ballroom
A Living Time Machine: Cuba’s Natural Environment and
the Hope It Offers Florida and the World
●●

Dr. David E. Guggenheim, President and Founder, Ocean Doctor,
and Director, Cuba Conservancy Program

5:45 pm - 7:30 pm Opening Cocktail Reception / Poster Session
Grand Ballroom and Grand Ballroom Patio
●●
●●
●●
●●

Networking opportunity
Visit sponsor booths
Meet the poster creators
Cocktails and appetizers

Dinner on your own in Key West
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Day 2: Regional Climate Summit
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
Keys Ballroom (Simulcast in Flagler Ballroom),
unless otherwise noted

7:30 am - 8:15 am Registration – Grand Ballroom Patio
Continental Breakfast – Keys Ballroom Patio
8:00 am - 5:30 pm Sponsor Booths – Grand Ballroom
8:15 am - 8:30 am Welcome
●●
●●

The Honorable Heather Carruthers, Mayor Pro Tem,
Monroe County
The Honorable Craig Cates, Mayor, City of Key West, Florida

8:30 am - 9:15 am Keynote Speaker – Keys Ballroom
Introductions by Jim Scholl, City Manager, City of Key West, Florida

Rough Seas Ahead: National Security in a
Century of Change
●●

Rear Admiral Jonathan W. White, USN, Retired, Former
Oceanographer and Navigator of the United States Navy

Local Response
●●

Captain Steven P. McAlearney, Commanding Officer,
Naval Air Station, Key West

9:15 am - 9:30 am The Compact: Year in Review
●●

Steve Adams, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Institute for
Sustainable Communities

9:30 am - 9:45 am Break - Refreshments
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9:45 am - 9:50 am Video Remarks by the Honorable Carlos Curbelo,
United States House of Representatives
9:50 am - 11:00 am Preparing for Rough Seas:
Lessons from Adaptation in Coastal Communities
Coastal communities share their experiences in early efforts to adapt
to sea level rise and climate challenges.
Moderator: Katherine Hagemann, Sustainability Initiatives
Coordinator, Office of Sustainability, Miami-Dade County
●●
●●
●●
●●

The Honorable Paul Wolff, Council Member, City of Tybee
Island, Georgia
Dr. Elizabeth Fly, Coastal Climate Extension Specialist, South
Carolina Sea Grant Consortium
PJ Hahn, Former Coastal Director, Plaquemines Parish,
Louisiana
Brie Hensold, Principal, Sasaki Associates

11:00 am - Noon Is Florida Adrift? State Leaders Sound Off
Are state and local officials taking climate change seriously, or are
we adrift without a plan and resources? State legislators and a local
leader share their opinions.
Moderator: Steve Adams, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Institute
for Sustainable Communities
●●
●●
●●
●●

The Honorable Kristin Jacobs, State Representative
(District 96)
The Honorable Bobby Powell, Jr., State Representative
(District 88)
The Honorable José Javier Rodríguez, State Representative
(District 112)
The Honorable Matt Surrency, Mayor, City of Hawthorne,
Florida, and President, Florida League of Cities
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Noon - 1:15 pm Lunch
Keynote Speaker – Keys Ballroom
Rain: A History for Stormy Times
●●

Cynthia Barnett, Author and Award-Winning Environmental
Journalist

1:15 - 2:15 pm Assemble the Fleet:
Coordinating Federal Action in a Complex Environment
Southeast Florida enjoys natural systems of unparalleled value and
complexity. How are federal agencies working together and with
regional entities to preserve and improve these one-of-a-kind
resources in the face of sea level rise and other threats?
Moderator: James F. Murley, Chief Resilience Officer,
Miami-Dade County
●●
●●
●●
●●
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Clarke Harlow, Governing Board Member, South Florida Water
Management District
Colonel Jason A. Kirk, Commander and District Engineer,
Jacksonville District, US Army Corps of Engineers
Billy D. Causey, Regional Director, Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Carol Mitchell, Deputy Director, South Florida Natural
Resources Center, Everglades and Tortugas National Parks,
National Park Service

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm Batten Down the Hatches: Preparing Local Communities
and the Nation for Climate Change and Extreme Events
In recent years, the federal government has devoted significant
resources to helping state and local governments prepare for
extreme weather and climate impacts. Local practitioners and a
White House official discuss how communities can reduce risk and
what the federal government is doing to assist.
Moderator: The Honorable Heather Carruthers, Mayor Pro Tem,
Monroe County
●●
●●

●●

Samantha Medlock, Deputy Associate Director for Climate
Preparedness, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Lannie Smith, Chief Building Official, Floodplain Administrator,
and Emergency Management Director, City of Orange Beach,
Alabama
Lourdes Rodriguez, Building Department Manager, Floodplain
Manager, and Community Rating System Coordinator, Town of
Miami Lakes, Florida

3:15 pm - 3:30 pm Break
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm Full Steam Ahead:
Unleashing Clean Energy and Transportation
Renewable energy and electric vehicles have taken much of the
world by storm and progress in these fields continues to accelerate.
A panel of experts discusses the outlook for these technologies in
Florida and the United States.
Moderator: Colin Polsky, Ph.D., Director, Center for Environmental
Studies, and Professor of Geosciences, Florida Atlantic University
●●
●●
●●
●●

Cisco DeVries, Chief Executive Officer, Renew Financial
Keith Kropf, Director of Engineering, Florida Keys Electric
Cooperative Association, Inc.
Susan Glickman, Florida Director, Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy
Buck Martinez, Senior Director, Office of Clean Energy,
Florida Power and Light Co.
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4:30 pm - 5:30 pm Compact County Leaders Chart the Course Ahead
After six years of highly successful collaboration under the Compact,
the four counties of southeast Florida and many other stakeholders
are moving forward climate mitigation and adaptation efforts faster
than ever. But the challenges remain great. What’s next for the
Compact and its partners?
Moderator: Roman Gastesi, County Administrator, Monroe County
●●
●●
●●
●●

The Honorable Heathers Carruthers, Mayor Pro Tem,
Monroe County
The Honorable Carlos A. Gimenez, Mayor, Miami-Dade County
(invited)
The Honorable Beam Furr, Commissioner, Broward County
The Honorable Steven Abrams, Commissioner,
Palm Beach County

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Cocktail Reception – Flagler Beach
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Oceanside Luau, Pig Roast, and Silent Auction –
Flagler Beach
Welcome
●●

Roman Gastesi, County Administrator, Monroe County

6:30 pm - 10:30 pm Reel ‘Ting Band and Dancing – Flagler Beach
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caribbean luau buffet
salads

cole slaw with coconut & mandarin orange
potato salad with chorizo, cilantro & jalapenos
mixed greens with cucumber, tomato, pineapple & red onion,
grapefruit-orange vinaigrette

entrees

pineapple-sweet chili glazed “fresh catch”
roasted jerk chicken, habanero-mango sauce
whole roasted pig with plantain chips

sides

coconut rice with pigeon peas & roasted cashews
zucchini, yellow squash & carrots

dessert

coconut, red velvet or key lime cupcakes
coffees & hot teas

Day 3: Regional Climate Summit
Thursday, December 3, 2015
Keys Ballroom (Simulcast in Flagler Ballroom),
unless otherwise noted
7:30 am - 8:00 am Registration – Grand Ballroom Patio
Continental Breakfast – Keys Ballroom Patio
8:00 am - Noon Sponsor Booths – Grand Ballroom
8:00 am - 8:15 am Welcome
●●
●●

The Honorable Mike Forster, Mayor, Islamorada, Village of
Islands, Florida
The Honorable Mark Senmartin, Vice Mayor,
City of Marathon, Florida

8:15 am - 9:25 am Home Ports: Success Stories from Southeast Florida
Compact counties and municipal partners highlight projects, share
lessons learned, and offer guidance to help other communities to
move forward.
Moderator: Susanne Torriente, Assistant City Manager/Chief
Resilience Officer, City of Miami Beach, Florida
●●
●●
●●
●●

●●
●●
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Rhonda Haag, Sustainability Director/ Projects Director,
Monroe County
Cheryl Cioffari, Planning Director, Islamorada,
Village of Islands, Florida
Dr. Nancy Gassman, Assistant Public Works Director,
Sustainability Division, City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Bertha Goldenberg, Assistant Director, Regulatory
Compliance and Planning, Water and Sewer Department,
Miami-Dade County
Elizabeth Wheaton, Assistant Building Director, Environment
and Sustainability Division, City of Miami Beach, Florida
Robert Robbins, Director, Department of Environmental
Resource Management, Palm Beach County

9:25 am - 9:55 am Avoiding the Rocks:
Sea Level Rise and Legal Issues for Local Governments
Local governments face legal risks in adapting to rising seas and
risks in failing to take action. Two attorneys discuss this rapidly
evolving legal landscape.
Moderator: Dr. Jennifer Jurado, Director, Environmental Planning
and Community Resilience Division, Broward County
●●
●●

Thomas Ruppert, Coastal Planning Specialist,
Florida Sea Grant
Erin Deady, Erin L. Deady, PA

9:55 am - 10:15 am Break - Refreshments
10:15 am - 11:15 am Riding the Waves: Working with Nature to Reduce
Risk and Adapt to Climate Change
Coastlines and ecosystems have adapted to changes in
environmental conditions for eons. Instead of battling Mother
Nature with massive infrastructure projects, coastal experts are
now working with her to project shorelines, properties, lives, and
natural areas.
Moderator: Chris Bergh, South Florida Conservation Director,
The Nature Conservancy
●●
●●

●●
●●

Greg Guannel, Florida Urban Conservation Director,
The Nature Conservancy
Dr. Samantha Danchuk, Assistant Director, Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division, Broward
County
Dr. Diana Mitsova, Associate Professor, School of Urban &
Regional Planning, Florida Atlantic University
Josh Mahoney, Environmental Resources Project
Supervisor, Department of Regulatory and Economic
Resources, Miami-Dade County
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11:15 am - 1:00 pm Resilient Redesign:
Remaking a Region for Rising Waters
For the second year in a row, experts from the worlds of local
government, academia, design, and engineering have come
together to develop innovative approaches for dealing with the
serious climate and sea level rise challenges facing southeast
Florida. Representatives of the project teams for the three
communities selected for this year’s Resilient Redesign will
present their out-of-the-box ideas to prepare southeast Florida
for the future.
Moderator and Presenter: Josh Sawislak, Global Director of
Resilience, AECOM
City of Delray Beach, Florida:
●●

●●

Anthony Abbate, Associate Provost for Broward
Campuses and Professor, School of Architecture, Florida
Atlantic University
John Morgan, Sustainability Officer, City of Delray Beach,
Florida

City of Hollywood, Florida:
●●
●●

Dr. Jennifer Jurado, Director, Environmental Planning and
Community Resilience Division, Broward County
Leslie Del Monte, Planning Manager, City of Hollywood,
Florida

City of Key West, Florida:
●●
●●

1:00 pm

Alison Higgins, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Key West,
Florida
Andy Hayes, Principal, Hayes | Cumming Architects, PA

Special Drawing and Announcement of 2016 Summit
●●
●●

Rhonda Haag, Sustainability Director, Monroe County
Jon Van Arnam, Deputy County Administrator, Palm Beach
County

1:15 pm - 2:45 pm City of Key West Climate Adaptation Field Trip
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We approach climate leadership differently.
Because at CH2M, we believe no sustainability challenge is unsolvable.
We’re excited by tough challenges. We combine the best ideas in water,
transportation, energy, industry and the natural environment to tackle your
most pressing infrastructure hardening need. Our experts use state-of-the
art sea level rise projections and best-in-class tools to plan for more
resilient facilities.
Visit www.ch2m.com

www.ch2m.com

© 2015 CH2M HILL
WT1015151037GNV

Science for a healthy planet
and safer world.
The Union of Concerned Scientists applies
independent science and rigorous solutions to the
world’s most pressing problems.
Visit us during the 7th annual Southeast Florida
Regional Climate Leadership Summit.
UCSUSA.org

Speakers

Anthony Abbate

Steven Abrams
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Anthony Abbate, AIA, NCARB, is Professor at the School of
Architecture and Associate Provost for the Broward Campuses of
Florida Atlantic University. He served as director of the Broward
Community Design Collaborative from 2006 to 2011 and was the
US Chair of the 3rd International Subtropical Cities Conference. His
research examines historical and contemporary sustainable design and
construction practices in the hot-humid climate zones of the tropics and
subtropics at the macro/urban and the micro/detail scales.
Commissioner Steven Abrams has been a member of the Palm Beach
County Board of County Commissioners since 2009, winning reelection
twice. In 2013, he had the distinction of serving as the first mayor of
Palm Beach County. Abrams was the mayor of Boca Raton for three
terms until he was term limited in 2008. He was a member of the city
council from 1989 to 1999. Abrams has served at the regional level as
the chairman of the South Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force and current
member and former two-term chairman of the South Florida Regional
Transportation Authority. Before moving to Florida, Commissioner
Abrams served as law clerk to the counsel to President Reagan and the
current Chief Justice of the United States, John G. Roberts. Abrams
received his B.A. from Harvard University and law degree from
The George Washington University and was awarded an honorary
doctorate from Everglades University.

Steve Adams

Cynthia Barnett

As the Director of Strategic Initiatives for ISC’s urban team, Steve Adams
works with thought leaders across the United States and in Southeast
Asia to identify and catalyze break-through opportunities to advance
urban sustainability and resilience. Steve also leads key components of
ISC’s climate change adaptation & resilience programming to build the
capacity of local leaders in addressing the impacts of global
climate change. Since leaving government in 2009, Steve has led
community-based and sector-based adaptation projects in the Pacific
Northwest, helped catalyze the Southeast Florida Regional Climate
Change Compact as a model for regional scale adaptation and
co-founded the American Society of Adaptation Professionals to
serve as a community of practice for practitioners working in various
sub-fields of climate adaptation. From 2007-2009, Steve served as an
energy and policy advisor to Florida Governor Charlie Crist and as Staff
Director for the Governor’s Action Team on Energy and Climate Change.
Previously, he served in a number of roles at Florida’s Department of
Environmental Protection. In 2002-2003, he served at the U.S. EPA as
Senior Advisor to Administrator Christie Todd Whitman’s Environmental
Indicators Initiative.
Cynthia Barnett, an award-winning journalist who has reported on
water and climate from her native Florida to drought-addled Australia
to the rainiest place on earth in Cherrapunji, India. She is the author
of three books on water, including the latest Rain: A Natural and
Cultural History, nominated for a 2015 National Book Award. Her first
book, Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. won
the gold medal for best nonfiction in the Florida Book Awards and was
named by the Tampa Bay Times as one of the top 10 books that every
Floridian should read. Her Blue Revolution, which articulates a water
ethic for America, was named by The Boston Globe as one of the top
10 U.S. science books of 2011. The Globe describes Ms. Barnett’s
author persona as “part journalist, part mom, part historian, and part
optimist.” The Los Angeles Times writes that she “takes us back to
the origins of our water in much the same way, with much the same
vividness and compassion as Michael Pollan led us from our kitchens
to potato fields and feed lots of modern agribusiness.” Ms. Barnett’s
work appears in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street
Journal, The Atlantic, Salon, Politico, Discover, and many other
publications. She earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism and
master’s in environmental history and teaches environmental
journalism at the University of Florida in Gainesville.
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Chris Bergh

Alicia Betancourt

Heather Carruthers
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Chris Bergh, South Florida Conservation Director, The Nature
Conservancy, was raised in the Florida Keys and received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Conservation from Prescott
College in Arizona before embarking on a series of positions with
government natural resource management agencies and The Nature
Conservancy in Florida and New England. In 1999 he returned to the
Keys to manage the Conservancy’s preserves and assist other natural
resource managers with terrestrial conservation work. He assumed
land acquisition, marine conservation and program management
duties in the Keys before becoming the South Florida Conservation
Director. Using science-based conservation practices he works to
enable the Florida Keys, South Florida and Caribbean coastal systems
to resist and adapt to the impacts of sea level rise, storms and other
threats to biological diversity and social stability.
Alicia Betancourt is the University of Florida IFAS, Monroe County
Extension Director. Alicia has a M.A. Degree in Public Administration
with a focus on Sustainable Development. She is also a Certified Family
and Consumer Science Educator. Since 2006, Mrs. Betancourt
has been working with local governments on climate, energy and
sustainability. Alicia works with UF on the Sea Grant Climate group
and with the Association of Climate Change Officers on certification
programs. Some of the efforts she has worked on include:
Southeast Florida Climate Compact technical work groups, Monroe
County “GreenKeys” action plan, Monroe County GHG Analysis, and
Sustainable Floridians.
Monroe County Mayor Pro Tem Heather Carruthers is in her second
term serving on the Monroe County Board of County Commissioners.
She served as Chair of the South Florida Regional Planning Council and
on the Executive Committee of the Seven50 sustainable community
project; a seven county, fifty year blueprint for ensuring economic
prosperity and the best-possible quality of life for Southeast Florida.
She is a former hotelier and recent Board Chair of the grassroots
organization Fair Insurance Rates in Monroe. She is the Board of
County Commissioners liaison to Monroe County’s Climate Change
Advisory Committee, Affordable Housing Advisory Committee and
serves on the Board of the Early Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade and
Monroe and the Board of Florida Association of Counties.

Craig Cates

Billy D. Causey

Cheryl Cioffari

Mayor Craig Cates is a fourth generation Conch born and raised in
Key West. His mother also served on the Key West City Commission.
In 1971, Mr. Cates married his high school sweetheart, moved to
Hollywood, FL and had three daughters. The Cates’ returned to Key
West in 1986 to raise their family and open their own businesses. Upon
retirement, they moved to be near grandkids, but moved back to Key
West to make it great place for future generations. He knew one way to
do this was to be elected Mayor, which he did in 2009, 2011, 2013 and
2014. Cheryl and Craig have been married for 43 years, and spend all
of their time as Mayor and First Lady. Craig’s focus is on keeping taxes
low, preserving our island’s history, supporting local businesses and
for residents to enjoy the best possible quality of life that Key West has
to offer.
Billy D. Causey, Ph.D., is the Southeast Regional Director for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Office
of National Marine Sanctuaries. He has managed Sanctuaries in the
Florida Keys since 1983, when he managed the Looe Key Sanctuary.
He was the first Superintendent of the 2900 snm Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary from August 1991 to September 2, 2006, before
assuming his current position. Dr. Causey was the lead in developing
the management plan for the Keys Sanctuary that included the first
comprehensive marine zoning plan for the US. Dr. Causey’s academic
interests are in coral reef ecology and fishes, sustainable management,
regional connectivity, ecosystem-based management, marine zoning,
climate change and marine policy. He has observed and recorded the
impacts of climate change on the coral reef ecosystem since 1978 and
was among the first coral reef managers to link coral bleaching and the
resultant coral diseases with elevated sea surface temperatures.
Cheryl Cioffari, AICP, has served as the Director of Planning for
Islamorada, Village of Islands, Florida since February 2014 where
she oversees the daily operation of the Planning Department. Prior
to serving as the Director, Ms. Cioffari joined the Village in February
2007 as a planner. Throughout her tenure, Ms. Cioffari has developed
a broad experience in administration, planning, state-regulated growth
management and the designation of areas of critical state concern.
Passionate about the environment, Ms. Cioffari’s first professional
post was at the Westchester Land Trust (New York), where she worked
to inform and educate the populace regarding the importance of land
conservation. Ms. Cioffari holds a Master of Community and Regional
Planning from the University of Texas.
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Carlos Curbelo

Samantha Danchuk

Erin L. Deady
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In November of 2014, the people of Florida’s 26th Congressional
District elected Carlos Curbelo to represent them. Carlos is a South
Florida native and one of the youngest members in Congress. Since
taking office, Carlos has emerged as one of the Republican Party’s
strongest voices on climate change, vigorously calling for members of
both parties to work constructively toward bipartisan solutions. He is
a cosponsor of the House climate resolution, H.Res. 424, and a driving
force in bringing other Republicans to support the Climate Resolution.
Carlos earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration and
political science at the University of Miami and later earned his
Master’s Degree in Public Administration at UM. He lives in Kendall
with his wife, Cecilia, and their two young children.
Dr. Samantha Danchuk is the Assistant Director of the Environmental
Planning & Community Resilience Division of Broward County where
she is responsible for implementation of the County’s priority actions
pertaining to energy, climate action, sustainability, and urban lands
enhancement. Since joining Broward County in 2014, Samantha has
overseen the update of the County’s Climate Action Plan, coordinated
the public-private partnership and installation of the County’s first
Community Solar Demonstration Project, prepared for the launch of
the event based local carbon offset program, Plan It Green, and
provided support for the Compact’s Resilient Redesign Workshops and
Sea Level Rise Working Group, the Climate Change Task Force
and Government Operation Climate Change Working Group. She is
also Chair of NOAA’s Climate and Marine Resources Task Force.
Dr. Danchuk earned a doctorate from Louisiana State University, a
Masters from UC Berkeley and a B.S. from Florida State University in
the fields of environmental engineering and coastal modeling.
Erin L. Deady, P.A. specializes in sustainability, climate, environmental,
land use, water law and securing grants for clients. Clients include
local governments, Special Districts, private sector, agricultural and
Tribal entities specializing in development and regulatory issues, Gulf
of Mexico & Everglades Restoration, PACE implementation, code
development and all types of land use issues as well as Federal and
state litigation on energy, water resources management and environmental regulatory matters. Ms. Deady previously served as Environmental Counsel to Audubon of Florida and has worked for the Village of
Wellington, the Broward County Department of Planning and
Environmental Protection and the SFWMD.

Leslie A. Del Monte

Cisco DeVries

Jason Evans

Leslie A. Del Monte is Planning Manager at the City of Hollywood.
With a Master’s Degree in Architecture, she has extensive experience
in both, architectural and planning projects. Her planning experience
includes small and large scale master planning; downtown visioning;
redevelopment planning; historic district inception and protection;
analysis, development, and writing of land use, zoning, and
architectural/design standards; and sustainable initiatives. Her
objectives and interest focus on generating unique, creative, and
innovative design concepts to develop a clear vision and realistic
feasible solutions which result in implementable plans.
Cisco DeVries is CEO of Renew Financial LLC. Renew Financial is
a finance company specializing in energy efficiency and renewable
energy projects for residential and commercial properties. The firm
is providing over $500 million in capital through the CaliforniaFIRST
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program and the WHEEL
unsecured energy loan program. It also is fund and program manager
for the State of Hawaii’s Green Infrastructure Authority. Previously, as
Chief of Staff to the Mayor of Berkeley, he envisioned and led the initial
development of the first PACE program, which allows property owners
to pay for solar installations and energy efficiency projects as a line
item on their property tax bill. DeVries also served as an appointee in
the administration of President Bill Clinton, serving as an aide to the
U.S. Secretary of Transportation and the U.S. Secretary of Energy.
Dr. Jason Evans is an interdisciplinary systems and landscape ecologist broadly interested in the emergent geo-spatial interfaces between
human and natural systems. Most of his current research projects
involve collaborations with several regional Sea Grant programs to
assist local governments along the southeastern U.S. coast with sea
level rise adaptation. Communities Evans is working with on such work
include: Monroe County and the Village of Islamorada, Florida; St.
Marys and Tybee Island, Georgia; and Hyde County, North Carolina.
Another body of his recent research has focused on land cover change,
wildlife habitat and life cycle assessments for various bioenergy
systems (including ethanol, biogas, and wood pellets) across the
U.S. Evans also has extensive experience and very strong ongoing
interest in the ecology, management and restoration of Florida springs
ecosystems.
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Dr. Elizabeth Fly

Mike Forster
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Dr. Elizabeth Fly is the coastal climate extension specialist for the
South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium and the Carolinas Integrated
Sciences and Assessments program. She provides science-based
information to coastal communities, resource managers, and interest
groups in South Carolina and the region, as well as contributes to
research motivated by community needs and provides hands-on
technical support for coastal climate adaptation issues. She is the lead
principal investigator on a NOAA-funded grant investigating the impact
of water infrastructure vulnerability from rising sea levels and storm
surge on the public health of Charleston, SC, and Morehead City, NC,
and is co-chairperson for the Southeast and Caribbean Climate
Community of Practice. Liz spent a year in Washington D.C. as a
Knauss Marine Policy Fellow, working on ocean and coastal issues for
the Third National Climate Assessment. She received her Ph.D. in 2012
in Biological Sciences from the University of South Carolina.
Born in Virginia, Mike Forster has lived in Florida since 1978 and in
the Florida Keys since 1989. After serving on the Islamorada Village
Council from 2002 to 2006, Mike chose to return for a second stint
at the dais and was re-elected in November 2012 and 2014. Mike has
served Islamorada as its Mayor since November 2014. Mike has an
entrepreneurial spirit. He currently owns two popular restaurants and
fresh seafood store, runs a successful catering business and through
the years has partnered with many Islamorada businesses. When not
hard at work, Mike might be found boating or fishing in the Florida Bay
backcountry. Mangrove Mike’s Café received an Exceptional Employer
Award from Governor Rick Scott in 2012 recognizing his hiring of
persons with disabilities. Mike is a devoted supporter of the American
Cancer Society and sits on the Boards of Monroe County’s Healthy
Start Coalition, the Monroe County RESTORE Act Advisory Committee
and the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Water Quality
Protection Program Steering Committee.

Beam Furr

Dr. Nancy J.
Gassman

Beam Furr grew up in Hallandale, lives in Hollywood and taught school
in Broward County for 25 years. He’s married to Shelli and has one
child, Eliza. In the year 2000 he was elected as City Commissioner for
Hollywood’s District 2, where he served for 12 years. During that term
of office, he worked hard to bring resources to the area. Primarily a
low to moderate income area, he tapped into funds for rehabilitating
homes, creating parks, building sidewalks, and apprentice
programs. Beam has been a tireless advocate for children and the
environment. In 2014, the residents of District 6 elected him to the
Broward County Commission, filling the open seat left by the
retirement of Sue Gunzburger, who represented the district for 22
years. In his role as Broward County Commissioner for District 6 he
has been appointed to serve on the Coastal Oceans Task Force, the
Children’s Services Council, The Water Resources Task Force, and as
the Chair of the Climate Change Task Force of Broward County.
Dr. Nancy J. Gassman received her Ph.D. from the University of Miami
researching a variety of issues impacting coastal ecosystems. Earlier
in her 19 years in public service, she has worked on integrated water
resources planning and environmental monitoring including
construction of a LEED-certified environmental chemistry laboratory.  
Her main focus from 2009-2013 was supporting the development and
implementation of Broward County’s Climate Change Action Plan and
managing the county’s Energy and Sustainability Program. She has
been a major contributor to developing technical tools for the
Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact including the
Unified Sea Level Rise Projection for Southeast Florida. In her current
role as the Assistant Public Works Director for Sustainability in the
City of Fort Lauderdale, she is implementing sustainability, climate
mitigation and adaptation strategies within government operations and
throughout the City.
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Roman Gastesi
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Roman Gastesi currently holds the position of Monroe County
Administrator (Manager). He has a demonstrated commitment to
public service, a background in science and business, and more
than 26 years of public and private sector experience, serving “in the
trenches” in multiple levels of government, from the local to the state
and federal levels. It is this special blend of administrative, legislative,
governmental, environmental and media relations expertise that makes
Mr. Gastesi such a valuable asset to Monroe County. Prior to his
current position with Monroe County, Mr. Gastesi served as the
Governmental Affairs Director for Tew Cardenas LLP, where he was
responsible for the coordination and management of the local
advocacy practice. In 2001, Mr. Gastesi was appointed as the Special
Assistant to the County Manager to lead the Office of Water
Management. He also served as the Director of the Miami-Dade
Regional Service Center of the South Florida Water Management
District. In September 2002, he testified before the United States
Senate on the implementation of the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan. Mr. Gastesi holds a Bachelor’s Degree, with a
Major in Biology and Minors in Chemistry and Geography, from the
University of Miami, and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration
also from the University of Miami. When he is not working Mr. Gastesi
loves to spend time with his two sons Roman, 22 and Nicholas, 19.

Susan Glickman

Bertha M.
Goldenberg

Greg Guannel

Susan Glickman is the Florida Director of Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy (SACE) and the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy Action
Fund. SACE is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization working to
promote responsible energy choices that help to stop global climate
change and ensure clean, safe and healthy communities throughout
the Southeast. Susan is also a longtime consultant to The Natural
Resources Defense Council. She was the US Southern Region Director
for The Climate Group, a London based NGO working with Fortune 500
Companies. Susan also developed and directed The Florida Business
Network for a Clean Energy Economy, a coalition of business leaders
working together to advance the clean energy economy. Susan has
worked in a variety of issue areas. She was just awarded “Best of the
Bay” by Creative Loafing for Best Fightin’ the Utility Companies and
was named by the St. Petersburg Times as one of 10 People to Watch.
Bertha M. Goldenberg is Assistant Director for Regulatory
Compliance and Planning in the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer
Department. Ms. Goldenberg is a registered professional engineer in
the State of Florida, with over 25 years of combined experience in the
areas of process engineering, permitting, regulations, and planning.
She is a certified LEED Green Associate. As Assistant Director, Ms.
Goldenberg is responsible for: Master planning, scheduling, process
engineering, modeling of the water transmission and wastewater
collection systems, water resources planning, hydraulic modeling,
and comprehensive planning. Tracking and monitoring compliance
with environmental regulations, permits, consent decrees, settlement
agreements, and operational data related to permits and sustainability;
and the implementation of the Pump Station Improvement Program.
Implementing the Miami-Dade’s Water Use Efficiency Program, which
is part of the County’s 20-year Water Use Permit.
Dr. Greg Guannel is the Urban Conservation Director for The Nature
Conservancy in Miami, Florida. Greg is an ocean and coastal engineer
by training. Previously, Greg worked with as a civil engineer with a
sediment remediation and coastal work consulting firm, making sure
that your rivers and coastline are beautiful and free of heavy chemicals
and bio-hazards. Then he worked with The Natural Capital project
designing tools and methods to quantify and value the coastal
protection benefits delivered by natural systems to humans. Now, Greg
thinks about how nature-based infrastructure and natural systems
can help increase the city’s resilience, improve urban communities’
well-being, and increase biodiversity in and around the greater Miami
Metropolitan region.
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Dr. David E. Guggenheim is a marine scientist, conservation policy
specialist, submarine pilot, ocean explorer and educator. He is
president of the Washington, DC-based nonprofit organization, Ocean
Doctor. Guggenheim directs Cuba Conservancy – an Ocean Doctor
Program, and is in his 16th year leading research and conservation
efforts in Cuba focused on coral reefs and sea turtles, a joint effort
with the University of Havana. His work was recently featured on 60
MINUTES. Guggenheim led the formation of the Trinational Initiative
for Marine Science & Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico & Western
Caribbean, a major project to elevate collaboration in marine science
and conservation among Cuba, Mexico and the U.S. Guggenheim is
working to advance cutting-edge technologies for sustainable
aquaculture practices to the Americas to reduce pressure on
overfished wild fish stocks. Following the tragic BP Deepwater Horizon
Gulf of Mexico oil spill, Dr. Guggenheim has led efforts on the Viet
Village Urban Farm Sustainable Aquaculture Park, a next-generation
fish farming facility designed to grow fish sustainably.
Rhonda Haag is the Sustainability/Projects Director for Monroe County
in the Florida Keys. She has been with Monroe County four years,
and leads the sustainability and climate change issues and the canal
restoration projects. She is also a member of the SE FL Regional
Climate Change Compact. Ms. Haag’s experience includes previous
service with the FL Department of Environmental Protection and the
South FL Water Management District, where she served in several
roles including Service Center Director, Everglades Outreach Manager,
and Contracts Manager. She is committed to improving the overall
environment in the Keys, and providing the preparation needed to help
ensure the future livability of its residents.
Katie Hagemann is a Sustainability Initiatives Coordinator within the
Office of Sustainability at Miami Dade County. Her work focuses
primarily on climate change and adaptation to sea level rise. Before
moving to Miami Katie also worked on coastal climate adaptation
during the post-Sandy Rebuild by Design and National Disaster
Resilience competitions. She earned her Master of Environmental
Science from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Science
where she studied how cities are using grey and green infrastructure to
adapt to rising sea levels and reduce flood risks.

PJ Hahn

PJ Hahn is presently CEO of Pelican Coast Consulting, located in
New Orleans, Louisiana, where he is involved with environmental and
coastal projects in South Louisiana. PJ was former president of the
levee board in Jefferson Parish, appointed by then Governor
Mike Foster, and more recently former Director of Coastal Zone
Management for Plaquemines Parish. While serving as Director in
Plaquemines Parish, PJ was instrumental in creating coastal projects
that not only restored the coast, but offered storm surge protection to
the surrounding communities. In 2007, PJ began serving as the parish
president’s designee to the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA), which has oversight of all coastal and levee
projects in the State. PJ is also a professional photographer, having
his photographs published in numerous sources such as Reuters,
Getty, Associated Press and National Geographic, and including a
variety of other national and international publications.
Clarke Harlow is a South Florida Governing Board Member representing Broward County. His current term is March 2015 to March 2018
and was appointed by Governor Rick Scott. He received his B.A. at
Texas Tech University. He is also the President of Harlow Asset
Management and Southeast Landscape Management Company, LLC.

Clarke Harlow

Andrew M. Hayes

Andrew M. Hayes, AIA, LEED AP is currently managing principal for
hayes|cumming architects, a designed focused studio environment in
St Petersburg, Florida. He is responsible for the practice management
and business development of the firm. Andy’s career focus has been
providing comprehensive design solutions that work in harmony with
the environment, solve user needs, enhance economic value and
exceed client expectations. Andy is President of the American
Institute of Architects, Tampa Bay Chapter in 2010 and a Director of
AIA-Florida through 2011. Mr. Hayes has held adjunct teaching
positions at Honolulu Community College, International Academy of
Design & Technology and the University of South Florida; teaching
design studio and professional practice. Because of the events of
September 11, 2001 Andy was called back to active duty in the
Air Force; serving in Operation Enduring Freedom in Pakistan and
Afghanistan, as well as flying on 7 combat missions during the War
in Iraq.
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Nichole L. Hefty is the Chief of Miami-Dade County’s Office of
Sustainability. She earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology
from the University of Miami, Florida in 1987. She began working for
Miami-Dade County in 1989, beginning as an environmental
compliance inspector until 1992 and transitioned to work in the
County’s Pollution Prevention (P2) Program. She then managed the P2
Program from 1995 to 2006. Ms. Hefty has been working on climate
change related policy and initiatives. Her responsibilities include
coordinating and facilitating implementation of County (internal) and
community-wide climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives,
and aligning them with regional, state, and federal resources and priorities. She has served as a Steering Committee member of the
SE Florida Regional Climate Compact since it began in early
2010. Mrs. Hefty was a member of the core team responsible for
the development of Miami-Dade County’s community-wide
Sustainability Plan, “GreenPrint; Our Design for a Sustainable Future,”
and has served as the Chief of the County’s Office of Sustainability
since November 2012.
Brie is a principal and urban planner in Sasaki’s Urban Studio. With a
passion for understanding and improving cities, Brie brings a focus
on integrating communities, context, and the human experience
to Sasaki’s planning and design ideas. Her practice encompasses
resiliency planning, working with design and engineering teams to
create resilient, future-looking strategies that balance environmental,
economic development, and quality of life needs. Recent work in this
realm includes projects to respond to sea level rise and current coastal
or riverine flooding along the Jersey Shore, and for Memphis-Shelby
County, Tennessee. Brie also has extensive experience with
community engagement processes. Her expertise includes a range of
project types, reflecting the diverse nature of contemporary cities
and encompassing city park systems, urban campuses, resilience
strategies, downtown environments, and urban neighborhoods.

Alison Higgins

Jill Horwitz

Alison serves as the Sustainability Coordinator for the City of Key
West, dedicated to reducing the carbon footprint of residents,
businesses and agencies islandwide. From biodiesel to bikes,
community gardens to greywater, solar water heaters to
stormwater infrastructure, and trying to adapt Key West to rising sea
levels, Alison gets to cover it all. Alison received her M.A. in Environment and Community from Antioch University-Seattle while working
full time in the Florida Keys.   Her enthusiasm for her studies became
the underpinnings to her success as volunteer Executive Director of
GLEE (Green Living & Energy Education) and her climate change work
with her previous employer of 13 years, The Nature Conservancy. In
her off hours, Alison also overcommits her time babysitting pets,
brewing beer, playing bocce, and making her 30’ liveaboard sailboat as
sustainable as possible.
Jill Horwitz advances community sustainability and climate resilience
through Broward County’s Energy & Sustainability Program. She
coordinates the “Sustainability Stewards of Broward” peer exchange
of over 450 local sustainability professionals. Jill was lead author
of Broward County’s Climate Change Element, which won the 2014
National Planning Excellence Award for Environmental Planning by
the American Planning Association. Her most recent accomplishment
is Broward’s 4-STAR Community rating, where she worked with over
30 community partners to achieve national recognition for Broward’s
excellence in sustainability. She also works with local governments to
advance implementation of Adaptation Action Area designations, build
resilience into planning and design through the Resilient Redesign
project, and incorporate health into sustainable community planning
through Healthy Community Zones. Jill is LEED-GA accredited and
holds a Master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from FAU and
a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science from U.F.
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Kristin Jacobs is a member of the Florida House of Representatives
who has built a career in policy on diplomacy and integrity. Her journey
began as president of her neighborhood Home Owner’s Association,
and she quickly evolved to become Broward County Commissioner
and later Mayor of Broward County. As a public servant on the local
and now State level, Kristin has demonstrated a keen ability to pull
people with differing points of view together, to find common ground.
Her collaborative approach has led to landmark initiatives, many
heralded as national models. Her eagerness to take on daunting
challenges resulted in the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change
Compact, a four-county compact that addresses climate change in
Florida, and a Tri-County Compact that helps counties accomplish
shared interests. Currently she works in coordination with the League
of Cities to bring to fruition the Florida Regional Compact Initiative.
Dr. Jennifer Jurado is the Director of Broward County’s Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division where she oversees
the County’s regional climate resiliency initiatives, county-wide water
resource policy and planning, shoreline protection and marine
resources programs. Since joining the County in 2002, Jennifer has
led development of Broward County’s climate action plan, active
integration of sea level rise in adaptation planning, the convening of
regional water and climate change task forces, and has been a key
figure in the advancement of multi-jurisdictional initiatives focused
on water conservation, alternative water supply planning, and climate
change. In 2013, she was recognized by the White House as a
Champion of Change for her leadership in climate resilience. She is
an original member of the Staff Steering Committee to the Southeast
Florida Regional Climate Change Compact. Dr. Jurado earned her Ph.D.
in Marine Biology and Fisheries from the University of Miami.
Colonel Jason A. Kirk took command of the Jacksonville District in
July 2015, after graduating from the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle
Barracks, Pa. Kirk’s previous assignments include training Army units
for service in Afghanistan and for broader global contingency missions
at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, Ca, commanding the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Charleston District, and serving in engineer
leadership and staff positions with 1st Armored Division, 4th Infantry
Division and 24th Infantry Division. Kirk has deployed twice to Iraq.
Kirk is a 1993 graduate of the U. S. Military Academy at West Point,
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in environmental
engineering. He earned a Master of Science degree from the
University of Missouri-Rolla and a Master of Engineering degree from
the University of Florida. He is a registered Professional Engineer
in Missouri.

Keith Kropf

Jason Liechty

Keith Kropf has always had a passion for protecting the environment,
especially our fragile Florida Keys Ecosystem. As Director of
Engineering for Florida Keys Electric Cooperative (FKEC), he is
afforded many opportunities to ensure that electricity is delivered in an
environmentally sensitive manner. Keith is a graduate of the
University of Missouri-Columbia and holds a BSEE, Electrical
Engineering degree. Keith has always been active in green initiatives.
Keith was instrumental in bringing “Dark Sky Compliant” outdoor
lighting to the FKEC service area and they are appreciated by our locals
and tourists alike who can now see the stars a little brighter. Keith
has backed all of FKEC’s green initiatives, including building our new
operations center to LEED specifications, using a 100 percent blend
of biodiesel in our fleet of trucks, installing two large solar arrays
that feed into our grid and the associated community solar program
that was made possible by those installations. Keith is proud to have
played a role being the recipient of five green living awards and the
fact the FKEC is a founding member of the Green Living and Energy
Education organization.
Jason Liechty is the Environmental Projects Coordinator with the
Broward County Environmental Planning and Community Resilience
Division, where he manages state and federal environmental policy
and legislative issues and contributes to many of the County’s climate
change and energy initiatives. He is one of two Broward County
representatives on the Staff Steering Committee of the Southeast
Florida Regional Climate Change Compact and also serves as the
Compact’s policy and legislative coordinator. Jason has had a diverse
career as an urban planner, aide to a county commissioner in Chicago,
executive director of a neighborhood nonprofit, and office manager of
a craft distillery. A graduate of American University and the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Jason also spent a year in
Bonn, Germany, as a Fulbright Fellow. He is the Vice Chair of the
Sustainability Advisory Board of the City of Fort Lauderdale and the
proud servant of a rescue cat named Clark.
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Josh Mahoney is an Environmental Resources Project Supervisor
with the Miami-Dade County Department of Regulatory and
Economic Resources/Division of Environmental Resources
Management (DERM). Mr. Mahoney oversees the Biscayne Bay
Habitat Restoration Program and is responsible for the restoration and
enhancement of native habitats and shoreline stabilization on public
lands throughout the County. This work involves detailed
site evaluations, project design, coordinating the environmental
regulatory permitting process, contract and construction
management, and ecological monitoring. Mr. Mahoney is directly
involved with the monitoring associated with the Biscayne Bay Coastal
Wetlands Project and has been an active member of the Shoreline
Resiliency Working Group since its inception in 2013. Mr. Mahoney
has over 12 years of professional experience in the environmental field
and has a B.S. in Environmental Studies from Florida International
University. Prior to working for the County, he worked as a biologist for
The Institute for Regional Conservation where he conducted floristic
inventories and rare plant monitoring throughout South Florida.
J.L. “Buck” Martinez oversees the Office of Clean Energy at FPL, a
subsidiary of NextEra Energy, where his responsibilities include
identifying and originating clean energy opportunities in the state to
promote visibility, commitment, and economic development. Most
recently, Mr. Martinez led the Company’s efforts in the development
of three large solar projects and three large combined cycle
natural gas facilities. NextEra Energy is one of the nation’s leading
electricity-related services companies. Its subsidiaries include Florida
Power & Light Company, Florida’s largest electric utility with nearly
4.6 million customer accounts, and NextEra Energy Resources, a
fast-growing independent power producer with a presence in 26
states. Mr. Martinez joined Florida Power & Light in 1981. Mr. Martinez
serves as the Chairman of the Florida Solar Energy Center and other
Advisory Boards throughout the State, most notably The Florida
Energy Systems Consortium, The Florida Research Consortium (FRC),
and The St. Thomas University President’s Advisory Board. He has
also worked closely with the Department of Energy on renewable
energy initiatives.

Captain Steven P.
McAlearney

Samantha A.
Medlock

Dr. Diana Mitsova

Captain Steven P. McAlearney, a native of Hanna City, Ill., graduated
from the U. S. Naval Academy in 1989 with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering. He was designated a Naval Aviator on September 27,
1991. During his career, McAlearney has logged over 3,600 flight
hours and 850 carrier landings between Hawaii, Guantanamo,
California, Florida, Virginia, Afghanistan and the Arabian Gulf. His
individual decorations include the Legion of Merit, Joint Meritorious
Service Medal, two Meritorious Service Medals, Air Medal with
Combat V, five Strike/Flight Air Medals, two Navy Commendation
Medals and five Navy Achievement Medals. McAlearney earned a
master’s degree in National Resource Strategy from the Industrial
College of the Armed Forces (Eisenhower School) in June 2012. Until
March 2013, McAlearney served in the Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Counternarcotics and Global Threats and now
serves as the Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Key West.
Samantha A. Medlock was appointed in March 2014 as the Deputy
Director for Climate Preparedness with The White House, Council on
Environmental Quality. In this role, Ms. Medlock coordinates across
the Executive Office of the President and the interagency to implement
the President’s Climate Action Plan through policies to reduce the risks
and costs of extreme weather and other effects of climate change.
Ms. Medlock has more than twenty years of experience in land use
and disaster law, and has testified in Congress on flood risk, levee
safety, and resilient recovery from disasters. She has provided expert
testimony and authored amicus briefs for complex litigation.
Ms. Medlock is a recipient of the Army Commander’s Award for Public
Service in recognition of her service on the National Committee on
Levee Safety created to advise Congress after Hurricane Katrina.
Ms. Medlock is a Juris Doctor graduate of Vermont Law School and
earned a Bachelor of Science summa cum laude from Texas Woman’s
University.
Diana Mitsova, PhD – Dr. Mitsova has a background in research
design, statistical and spatial analysis, as well as environmental
planning and modeling using geographic information systems and
interactive computer simulation. Her primary area of research
involves the impact of urban development on ecosystems and other
environmentally sensitive areas. Her research has contributed towards
understanding the historical and projected patterns of land cover
change, and methods of incorporating open space conservation in land
use planning in order to minimize the formation of stormwater runoff.
Her research has been funded by the National Science Foundation, The
Nature Conservancy, the National Park Service, USGS, and the Kresge
Foundation. Her recent publications focus on the impact of sea level rise
on coastal communities and the implementation of planning approaches
related to enhancing shoreline stabilization and coastal resilience.
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John Morgan serves as the Sustainability Officer for Delray Beach.
He is responsible for directing the City’s sustainability programs
and projects. With more than 37 years of public service, John has
substantial experience in ecosystem management and restoration.
John also has expertise in smart growth, climate change adaptation/
resilience, and sustainability principles. He keenly understands the
importance of strategic collaboration to address environmental,
political, and social issues while managing and protecting resources.
John was raised in Miami and the safekeeping of Florida’s natural
resources and wilderness has been a lifelong passion. John received a
BS in Zoology from Colorado State University.

James F. Murley was recently appointed Chief Resilience Officer for
Miami Dade County by Mayor Carlos Gimenez. Jim served as
Secretary of the Department of Community Affairs under Governor
Lawton Chiles and was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist to serve
as Chair of the Florida Energy and Climate Commission. Previously he
served as Executive Director of 1000 Friends of Florida, spent over 10
years with Florida Atlantic University overseeing research on urban
and environmental issues and served as the Executive Director of the
South Florida Regional Planning Council. He is former Vice-Chair of
the Miami-Dade County Sea Level Rise Task Force, a former member
of the Broward County Climate Change Task Force and was recently
appointed to the City of Miami Sea Level Rise Committee. He is a
founding Board Member of the American Society for Adaptation
Professionals and a Fellow of the National Academy of Public
Administration.

Dr. Jayantha
Obeysekera

Dr. Jayantha Obeysekera is the Chief Modeler at the South Florida
Water Management District (SFWMD). He served as a member of
the federal advisory committee which directed the development of
the most recent National Climate Assessment in 2014. He was also a
co-author of the sea level rise projections report published by
NOAA for the National Climate Assessment and a lead author for
the Southeast Chapter of the National Climate Assessment.
Dr. Obeysekera was a member of three panels of the National Research
Council dealing with water resources issues of (a) Klamath River
in California and Oregon; (b) California Bay Delta; and (c) Edwards
Aquifer system in Texas (serving currently).   Dr. Obeysekera holds a
bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from University of Sri Lanka,
M. Eng. from University of Roorkee, India, and a Ph.D. in Civil
Engineering from Colorado State University with specialization in water
resources. Dr. Obeysekera is the recipient of the 2015 Norman Medal
of the American Society of Civil Engineers for a technical paper that
makes a definitive contribution in engineering.

Dr. Colin Polsky

Dr. Colin Polsky joined Florida Atlantic University as Professor of
Geosciences in August 2014. His primary responsibility is to Direct the
Florida Center for Environmental Studies ( www.ces.fau.edu ). Under
Dr. Polsky’s leadership, CES has embraced a new vision that builds
on past successes while expanding into new domains: to improve
Florida’s sustainability through research, education and outreach on
wetlands ecology and coastal resilience. Polsky is an environmental
social scientist, specializing in the Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change. His training in mathematics, humanities,
French, geography, and Science & International Affairs has led to a
sustained interest in understanding U.S. climate vulnerabilities. As
part of inter-disciplinary teams, he has received NSF grants totaling
close to $18M of which $1.7M is under his stewardship. Polsky has
prepared reviews for IPCC reports, served as co-Convening Lead
Author for a 2013 National Climate Assessment chapter, and on NRC,
NSF, and USGCRP committees.
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Bobby Powell Jr., was re-elected to a second term as State
Representative to Florida House District 88 in November 2014. He is
also a professional planner who works as a Project Manager for the
firm Urban Design Kilday Studios. Rep. Powell is the first, and only,
American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) member to serve in
the Florida Legislature. Powell takes his role as a State Representative
seriously and he can be counted on to bring a high level of professionalism and expertise to the Committees and Sub-Committees that he
serves on in Tallahassee. Rep. Powell takes the words from his relative,
former Bureau Chief of the Florida Department of Education Dr. James
Barge, “A life of service is a life that counts.” He graduated Magna
Cum Laude, from Florida A&M University, with a degree in Journalism
(public relations) in 2003. He earned a Master’s Degree in Urban and
Regional Planning from the Florida State University in 2006. He is a
2011 graduate of Leadership Palm Beach County, and serves on the
LPBC Alumni Relations Committee.
As Director of Palm Beach County’s Department of Environmental
Resources Management (ERM), Mr. Robbins oversees the restoration
and management of more than 31,000 acres of County-owned natural
areas and 46 coastal and estuarine restoration and sustainability
projects. Under his guidance, Palm Beach County achieved a Silver
Certification as a green local government from the Florida Green
Building Coalition. He also directs manatee, sea turtle protection, and
regulatory programs including petroleum clean-up and water quality.
Prior to coming to ERM, Mr. Robbins worked for more than 20 years
as a wetland regulator. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in biology from
Lindenwood College in St. Louis, Missouri, and a Master’s degree in
marine biology from the University of West Florida.
José Javier Rodríguez, member of the Florida House of Representatives representing the 112th District in the Florida House of
Representatives. He currently sits on the Judiciary Committee, the
Justice Appropriations Committee, the Rules, Calendar & Ethics
Committee, and the Finance & Tax Committee. He worked for
Florida Legal Services, where he litigated individual, complex, and
representative actions on behalf of a number of vulnerable groups
including low-wage workers, tenants, homeowner associations, small
business owners, neighborhood-based organizations and immigrants
looking to enforce their civil rights. Currently, José Javier is a
practicing attorney with the Kelley/Uustal trial firm, where he
represents individuals in complex litigation related to business and
commercial disputes, dangerous and defective products, financial
misconduct, employment and personal injury matters.

Lourdes
Martinez-Rodríguez

Thomas Ruppert

Josh Sawislak

Lourdes Martinez-Rodríguez has worked in municipal government over
20 years in various Building Departments. She started off in the City
of Hialeah and quickly gained knowledge in permitting and floodplain
management. She assisted the Floodplain Manager in Hialeah when
the CRS Program was first launched. She worked at the City of Doral
when newly incorporated and started up the Building Department.
She is currently working at the Town of Miami Lakes as the Building
Department and Floodplain Manager, and CRS Coordinator, as well as
the Co-Chair of the Miami Dade County Local Mitigation Strategy, and
Chair of the Miami Dade/South Florida CRS Users Group with
extensive involvement in the promotion of CRS and CFM’s in South
Florida.
Thomas Ruppert, coastal planning specialist at the Florida Sea Grant
College Program, is a licensed attorney whose work focuses on legal
aspects of adaptive planning for sea-level rise, community resilience,
and associated long-term challenges and opportunities for Florida’s
coastal communities. Areas of expertise include federal and state
property rights law, beach and coastal policy in Florida, flood
insurance, Florida’s Coastal Construction Control Line program,
planning law, and coastal and marine permitting programs. He
has worked with over a dozen partners to organize and host legal
workshops on coastal issues and flood insurance around the state.
Mr. Ruppert is currently involved with several initiatives within Florida
communities planning for sea-level rise maintains a website of original
resources at www.flseagrant.org/climatechange/coastalplanning.
Josh Sawislak is the global director of resilience for the firm
AECOM. He works across the entire enterprise of AECOM’s offerings in
planning, design, construction, finance, operations, and development
to help develop and leverage resilient strategies projects and clients
to address issues such as sustainability, climate change, disaster
preparedness, and enterprise risk management. He provides thought
leadership and strategic advice to organizations across the globe. Prior
to rejoining AECOM, he served in the Administration of U.S. President
Barack Obama, most recently leading Climate Preparedness at the
White House Council on Environmental Quality, where he developed
U.S. federal policy on climate adaptation and resilience and worked
with foreign governments and international organization on multilateral
and bilateral efforts. He also led the development of the infrastructure
recommendations for President Obama’s Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding
Task Force.
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Natalie R. Schneider, AICP, Climate Change & Sustainability
Coordinator, County Administration Palm Beach County – Board of
County Commissioners, is a land use planner and water resource
manager with over 17 years of experience in both public and private
sectors. As the Climate Change and Sustainability Coordinator for
Palm Beach County, Natalie plays a key role in leading the County’s
climate change and sustainability efforts including representation with
the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact and working
across departments to identify, prioritize, plan, develop, promote, and
coordinate climate change and sustainability initiatives in the areas of
water, energy, transportation, and procurement, to name a few.
City Manager Jim Scholl was born in Lincoln, Nebraska and raised
in Dayton, Ohio.   In 1979 he received a B.A. in Zoology from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio and a Commission as an Ensign in the U.S.
Navy. He earned his Naval Flight Officer wings and led a successful
career across five states, four oceans and two seas. In 1992 he
received his Master’s degree in National Security and Strategic Studies
from the Naval War College. Captain Scholl’s final tour of duty was as
Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Key West (2003-2006). He
was responsible for environmental stewardship and the base energy
conservation programs, implementing one of the first Naval electric
car programs. He oversaw $300 million worth of hurricane damage
repairs after Hurricane Wilma. After naval retirement he became the
City Manager of Key West (2007- 2012 and 2014-present) and is a
dedicated volunteer, serving on multiple boards and committees.
Mark Senmartin was born in New Jersey and moved to the Keys in
1989 to work for his parents in their business on Big Pine Key. He
moved to Marathon a year or two later. He is married and has 2 boys,
ages 8 and 11. Councilman Senmartin has had several successful
businesses, including a tow company and a window tint company.
He is the owner of Cash Flow Jewelry and Pawn since 2004 and has
expanded the business to include guns and ammo in 2010. He is a
scout leader for the Cub and Boy Scouts in Marathon. A recent
graduate of Leadership Monroe County, he was elected to the
Marathon City Council in 2013 and currently serves as the Vice-Mayor.

Dr. Dorothy Sifuentes has been working at the USGS Water Science
Center in south Florida since 2008, supervising scientists and providing
technical oversight on a wide range of hydrologic studies of significant
relevance to water resources in the region. Previous to that, she worked
at the USGS Georgia Water Science Center on regional hydrology of the
Floridan aquifer system, and on saltwater intrusion in coastal Georgia
and South Carolina.

Dr. Dorothy Sifuentes

Lannie Smith

Dr. Mike Sukop

Lannie is a Code Official and planning professional having twenty
years of experience in municipal code administration and enforcement
with multiple jurisdictions. He is currently employed with the City of
Orange Beach, Alabama Department of Engineering and Environmental
Services where he serves as the Chief Building Official, Floodplain
Administrator and Emergency Management Director and serves on
the Orange Beach Planning Commission. Lannie has served on many
State and National boards and committees some of which include
being the current President of the Alabama Association of Floodplain
Managers, two term President of the Alabama Gulf Coast Chapter of
the International Code Council, and two term member of the Board of
Directors for the Code Officials Association of Alabama. He currently
serves as Chairman of the Building Code Committee for Smart Home
America, Lannie was recognized in 2008 by the Code Officials
Association of Alabama (COAA) as Code Official of the Year and in
2013 Lannie received the Larry R. Johnston Memorial Award from the
Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) recognizing the
National Local Floodplain Manager of the Year.
Dr. Mike Sukop is a professor in the Department of Earth and
Environment at Florida International University. Professor Sukop is the
lead Principal Investigator of the National Science Foundation/National
Institute of Food and Agriculture-supported South Florida Water,
Sustainability, and Climate Project. He is the director of engagement
for the National Science Foundation Sustainability Research Networks
program Urban Water Innovation Networks (UWIN) project, which
is addressing urban water challenges throughout the United States.
Professor Sukop serves as liaison between the Florida Climate Institute
consortium of Florida state universities and the Southeast Florida
Regional Climate Compact. In that capacity, he works to bring Florida
research expertise to bear on South Florida challenges. He is the
author of two books on Lattice Boltzmann modeling and has technical
expertise in groundwater modeling especially as it applies to seawater
intrusion and the physics of the Biscayne Aquifer.
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Matt Surrency was first elected as Hawthorne City Commissioner in
2009 winning by 9 votes and has been unopposed for the last two
elections. He has been Mayor of his Hometown since 2011. Matt has
served with several groups related to local government including
the FLC Board of Directors, Energy & Environmental Committee,
Florida Municipal Insurance Trust, Florida Municipal Investment Trust,
President of the Alachua County League of Cities, NLC Community and
Economic Development Committee, FDOT Steering Committee, Florida
Urban Forest Council and the Board of Directors for Florida Onsite
Wastewater Association.”
Susanne Torriente joined the City of Miami Beach in September 2015
as Assistant City Manager (ACM) and Chief Resiliency Officer. Her
sustainability and resiliency portfolio includes Planning, Building,
Code Compliance, Green Space Management and Environment and
Sustainability. During her time in Fort Lauderdale she focused on
streamlining city services, initiating strategic management practices &
performance measurement systems and integrating sustainability into
city operations. She was the lead staff to the city’s visioning process
producing Fast Forward Fort Lauderdale: Our City, Our Vision, 2035.
She was selected as a Fellow for the 2012 ICMA Sustainable Communities Fellowship. In 2009, Susanne was appointed Miami-Dade County’s
first Sustainability Director and became a founding member of the
Southeast Florida Regional Climate Compact staff steering committee.
This regional collaboration has afforded her the opportunity to share
the South Florida story around the world. She is on the board of the
Association of Climate Change Officers (ACCO), a member of state’s
community resiliency focus group and ICLEI’s Resilient Communities
for America Advisory Committee.
Mark Trewartha recently assumed the position of Water
Resources Manager with Broward County’s Environmental
Protection and Community Resilience Division where he is responsible
for providing county-wide coordination of water resource planning and
management activities. Mark comes to the County after spending the
better part of the last four years in Australia and New Zealand, where
he oversaw technical evaluations and managed the development and
implementation of programs to support water resource management
plans and policies. With more than 25 years of service in water
resource, hydrogeologic, environmental, and mining projects, and
extensive domestic and international experience in advancing computer modeling, hydrogeologic studies, and monitoring programs to
further cost-effective water resource projects and management
strategies, Mark provides the County with a diverse set of skills
and expertise to help achieve the County’s goals focused on the
integration of climate resiliency as part of effective water resource
planning, management, and development.

Jon Van Arnam, Deputy County Administrator, joined the County
in 1988, serving as the Deputy Director of the Department of
Environmental Resources Management before appointment to his
current position. Mr. Van Arnam oversees Community Services,
Libraries, Parks & Recreation, and Purchasing. He also serves as the
liaison to the Health Department, and the Health Care District.

Jon Van Arnam

Hilari Varnadore

Elizabeth Wheaton

Hilari Varnadore is the executive director of STAR Communities, a
DC-based nonprofit that works to evaluate, improve and certify
sustainable communities. Previously, Hilari was the sustainability
director for Frederick County, MD, where she established the Office of
Sustainability and Sustainability Commission. Hilari also served as a
principal planner for Frederick County, concentrating on long-range
and municipal planning functions. It was in her role as principal
planner that she was selected to serve as a Technical Advisor for
STAR’s built environment goal area. Hilari has been involved with
the STAR Community Rating System since 2009. Her academic
background is in rural geography, community resilience and
environmental policy.
Elizabeth Wheaton is the Assistant Building Director overseeing
Environmental & Sustainability Division at the City of Miami Beach.
Elizabeth has been working with the City of Miami Beach’s
Environmental Division since 2008. The City’s Environmental
Resources Management Division, focuses on a broad variety of
projects including: construction management, environmental
compliance, ecosystem management and sustainability. Elizabeth
has been instrumental in the development implementation of the
City’s sea level rise and climate change initiatives including the Dune
Management Plan that focuses on an ecosystem based approach. In
addition, Elizabeth is currently serving on the staff steering committee
of the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Compact, which is working
to develop policies to mitigate the causes of climate change and adapt
to its anticipated consequences. In 2014, Elizabeth was selected as
a member of the Class VIII Miami Fellow’s program with the Miami
Foundation. Elizabeth graduated from University of Miami, Rosenstiel
School of Marine and Atmospheric Science with a Masters in Marine
Affairs and Policy.
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Jon White joined the Consortium for Ocean Leadership in September
2015 as the Vice President for Science and Strategy. Prior to this he
had a distinguished 32-year career in the U.S. Navy and retired at the
rank of Rear Admiral. White’s passion for the ocean and science began
at a very early age as he grew up near Florida’s Gulf coast. He earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Oceanographic Technology from the
Florida Institute of Technology, and a Master’s degree in Meteorology
and Oceanography from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School. White
had numerous operational assignments at sea and ashore as a Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography specialist, culminating in his assignment as Oceanographer and Navigator of the Navy from 2012 to 2015.
This position included appointments as the Director of Navy’s Task
Force Climate Change, and Navy Deputy to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
Paul Wolff was just elected to a 6th term on the Tybee Island City
Council, where his goal is to develop Tybee into a sustainable
community that will serve as a model for the coast. He chairs the
Georgia DNR Coastal Advisory Council and Georgia Sea Grant College
Advisory Board, and sits on the boards of Environment Georgia,
the Chatham County Resource Protection Commission, and Keep
Chatham Beautiful. Among his accomplishments are starting the
first curbside recycling program on the Georgia coast; gaining Tybee
certification as a WaterFirst Community for exemplary stewardship
of water resources; and developing the first Solarize program in the
Southeast, which resulted in the installation of 335 KW of solar PV at
a cost of $2.70/watt for property owners. Paul has a BA in English
from Vanderbilt University, and is a 2007 graduate of the Institute for
Georgia Environmental Leadership.

Conch Level Sponsors—$10,000
Energy3

Tarpon Level Sponsors—$5,000
Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority
Institute for Sustainable Communities
City of Key West
AMEC Foster Wheeler
CH2M
Hazen and Sawyer
Renew Financial
Islamorada, Village of Islands
City of Marathon
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Grouper Level Sponsors—$2,500
Florida Power & Light
World Resources Institute
OpTerra Energy Services
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Union of Concerned Scientists
AECOM
The Miami Foundation
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Starfish Level Sponsors—$1,000
The Nature Conservancy
Florida Keys Electric Cooperative
T.Y. Lin International
ESA Associates
E Sciences, Inc.
City of Fort Lauderdale
The Breakers
Arcadis US, Inc.
Waste Management
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Parrotfish Level Sponsors—$500
Coastal Risk Consulting
Florida Green Building Coalition
GHD
Cambridge Systematics, Inc.

Table Sponsors
Wade Trim
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ONE MEMORABLE BRAND. TWO UNFORGETTABLE RESORTS.

Spencer’s by the Sea at The Reach

Casa Marina and The Reach, Waldorf Astoria Resorts are proud to support the
7th Annual Regional Climate Change Summit. We invite you to enjoy both of our
properties throughout your stay.
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